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With great sensitivity, François Simard transports 
us to the heart of the tragic events of the  

Rana Plaza factory collapse in this graphic novel 
examining issues of responsibility and solidarity, 

both at local and global level.
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Dhaka, capital of Bangladesh

Why do we need to talk 
about economic justice?
April 24, 2023 will be the 10-year anniversary of the 
deadly Rana Plaza building collapse in Dhaka, the 
capital of Bangladesh. The building housed multiple 
garment factories where thousands of workers 
laboured for long hours—specifically, female textile and 
garment workers. Textile products make up over 80% 
of the goods and services exported by Bangladesh. It 
is the second-largest clothing exporter in the world, 
after China. Many fashion brands sold here, in Canada, 
source from these factories.

In the following pages, we’ll explore the story of Rana 
Plaza, now a symbol of the problems with “fast fashion.” 
We hope that this will encourage you to act in solidarity 
with Bangladeshi workers in order to create a world 
filled with justice and solidarity.

#EconomicJustice#EconomicJustice#EconomicJustice#EconomicJustice#EconomicJustice #EconomicJustice

SO THAT  
EVERYONE  

CAN GET  
THEIR DUE

ECONOMIC
JUSTICE
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This is my 
daughter, 

Fariha.

Like four million 
other workers in 
Bangladesh, she is 
a seamstress in a 
garment factory. She makes 

clothes for some 
of the largest 

Western brands.

Fariha must work 12 hours
a day, six days a week, in 
order to pay her bills.

There is very little 
time left for her 
to spend with her 

family.

Walmart, Joe Fresh, 
The Children's Place, 
Benetton and Mango.

More than 
5,000 people 
work there 
every day.

The factory where 
my daughter 

works is on the 
top two stories 
of Rana Plaza.
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Working conditions 
are abysmal, even 

dangerous.

Fariha spends her days 
in a noisy, unsafe and 

unclean garment 
factory. The heat is 

suffocating, and she 
rarely sees daylight.

Workers are under 
a huge amount of 

pressure to produce 
garments quickly.

We have to 
evacuate the 

building 
immediately.

What's 
going on?

Fariha! 
Don't ask 
questions, 
get out!

They found cracks 
in the building's 

structure.

Hurry! We 
have to 
get out!
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A few years ago, 
three floors 
were added to 
the Rana Plaza 

building.

But this 
construction was 

not done according 
to code.

There's nothing 
dangerous here, 

everything is safe.
You have our word.

There are all 
these cracks 

inside.
We're 
afraid!

Yeah!

It's 
dangerous!

What's going 
on here? Why 

aren't you 
working?

We’re not 
going back
to work!

We're 
staying 
right 
here!

If you don't come 
to work tomorrow, 

we'll dock your 
wages at the end of 
the month. Got it?

The next day, under threat, 
Fariha and her coworkers 
were forced back to the 

workshop…

Fear of
what would 

happen.

…despite 
the fear 
they felt.
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A building collapsed 
while over 2,000 

workers were inside.

Good evening. Tragic 
events today in Dhaka, 

the capital of 
Bangladesh.

Media around 
the world covered 

this tragedy.

The latest reports indicate 
that over a hundred have 
died and over a thousand 

were wounded.

First responders did 
their best to find 

survivors trapped in 
the rubble of concrete 

and steel.
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Sohel is not 
the only person 
responsible for 
my daughter's 

death.

This tragedy meant 
that defenders of that defenders of 

workers' rights were 
able to make major 

improvements in building 
safety in the textile 

industry.

40 others were 
charged with murder 

and violation of 
construction codes.

Organizations and 
some of the big 

clothing companies 
sent money.

But that money 
won't bring
my daughter 

back…

Unfortunately, 
working 

conditions for 
workers are 
still just as 

poor.

Yet these
women

continue
to fight, day 
after day.

Among them is 
Kalpona Akter, a 

passionate activist 
who travels the 

world to advocate 
for garment 

workers.

People everywhere can 
show solidarity by 

learning more about 
the stories behind the 
clothes that they buy. 

Dozens of people are 
still missing. Families hope 
that their loved ones will 

return safe and sound.

Several days after the 
worst industrial accident 
in the country's history, 

reports out of Dhaka only 
grow more somber.

Mohamed Sohel Rana, 35, was 
arrested as he tried to flee 

the country. He will be 
called to face the charges 

against him.

I'm 
looking 
for my 

daughter, 
Fariha!

The flags are at half-mast 
today in Bangladesh as the 

country enters a day of 
mourning in commemoration 
of the Rana Plaza victims.
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So that 
things will 

finally 
change.

This is
where 
mommy 

worked?

Yes,
my dear.

In honour of the 1,130 victims,
the 2,500 people who were wounded,

and their families and loved ones.

*This commemorative monument was erected at the site of the tragedy by  
the Bangladeshi government in memory of the victims of the Rana Plaza collapse. 14
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	 Vrai 	  Faux

True  
or 

false?

 	 Even working 12 to 15 hours a day, many textile 
workers in Bangladesh don’t make enough to 
cover their family’s basic needs. 

	
	 Child labour has been in decline around the 

world over recent years. 

	
	 Since 2020, due to the pandemic, the fortunes of 

the 10 richest men in the world have decreased 
significantly. 

	
	 Governments cannot stop human rights abuses 

committed by private companies 

	
	 The majority of people at risk of human 

trafficking and forced labour are women  
and girls. 

	 True 	  False

	 True 	  False

	 True 	  False

	 True 	  False

	 True 	  False



1: TRUE While safety in factories has improved considerably 
following the Rana Plaza collapse and the efforts brought 
by the Bangladeshi workers’ movements, the starvation 
wages remain unchanged. Workers’ average monthly 
wage of 8,000 takas ($125) is one of the lowest among 
the Ready-made garment (RMG) manufacturing countries. 

Source: Steelworkers Humanity Fund, Not Even the Bare Minimum, January 
2021.
 

2: FALSE It’s estimated that 160 million children are 
currently victims of forced labour, which deprives them 
of their childhoods, their potential and their dignity, and 
harms their physical and mental development. Since 
2016, the number of children doing dangerous work has 
increased by 6.5 million, totalling 79 million in 2021. 

Source: UNICEF, Ten Things You Didn’t Know about Child Labour, June 2021.

3: FALSE Unfortunately, this is false. The wealth of 
the 10 richest men in the world doubled during the 
pandemic, while the income of 99% of the rest of the 
world decreased. Inequality, both within countries and 
between countries, has only continued to increase. This 
trend was exacerbated during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Sources: Oxfam-Québec, Inequality Kills, January 2022.

4: FALSE On the contrary! Nations, governments and 
parliaments have the means to pass laws and implement 
legal mechanisms to protect communities from human 
rights abuses and environmental destruction on the part 
of multinational corporations. In fact, multiple international 
treaties, like the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, state 
that they are obligated to protect these rights. Unfortunately, 
many governments fail to meet their human rights obligations. 

Source: Amnesty International, Mining and Human Rights in Senegal,  
May 2014. 

5: TRUE Millions of people around the world are at risk of 
human trafficking. Approximately 70% of victims are women 
and girls, and more than a third are children. The majority of 
these people were forced to leave their homes due to armed 
conflict, socio-economic struggles, or natural disasters. 
Human trafficking victims are primarily compelled into sexual 
exploitation (50%) or forced labour (40%).

Source: AQOCI, Ce qu’il faut dénoncer : la traite des filles et des femmes, 
November 2021.
  

		  ANSWERS	 ANSWERS	 ANSWERS	 ANSWERS	 ANSWERS	 ANSWERS	 ANSWERS	 ANSWERS

16

https://aqoci.qc.ca/ce-quil-faut-denoncer-la-traite-des-filles-et-des-femmes/


“

‘‘Poverty wages. That is what the women and 
men who make clothes in Bangladesh’s garment 
factories are paid. This is a fact and it has been 
this way for a long time. It was true when I started 
working in a garment factory as a child more than 
20 years ago.

Every day we are confronted by the desperation, 
heartbreak, anger, as well as courage of workers 
trapped in poverty. During our long struggle for 
better wages and working conditions we have 
seen progress and setbacks, but the fact remains 
that the world’s biggest retailers and fashion 
brands have built their profits on the poverty 
wages paid to women and men working for them 
in their supply chains.

When I was younger and at times felt powerless 
to bring change, my mother told me, ‘Always 
someone can start.’ Canadian companies can 
start. They have a responsibility to workers in 
their supply chain to pay living wages, respect 
workers’ rights, and to cushion the impact of 
COVID and make sure workers and their families 
survive. 
  

 
- Kalpona Akter 
President of the Bangladesh Garment and 
Industrial Workers Federation and Founder and 
Executive Director of the Bangladesh Center for 
Worker Solidarity 

Source: Fonds humanitaire des Métallos, Même pas le strict 
minimum, January 2021. 

Ready to take action? 
Sign these petitions for a new law on  
human rights, the environment  
and Canadian businesses abroad:

aqoci.qc.ca

oxfam.ca/what-she-makes 

https://metallos.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/SHF-Report2020-FR-V2_web.pdf
https://metallos.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/SHF-Report2020-FR-V2_web.pdf
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François Simard has worked in the fields of 
graphic and web design for over twenty years. 
At night, once his children are tucked in, he 
dives into his universe behind his drawing 
board. After a few illustration contracts, 
François reconnected with his childhood 
dream of drawing comic books. This dream 
came true in 2022 with the release of his 
first professional comic book, published with 
Éditions Sawin. He had the opportunity to 
repeat the experience in 2023 for l’AQOCI, on a 
project close to his heart: Made in Rana Plaza. 

francois-simard.ca

“Thank you, Étienne, for always being there, 
ensconced in my mess. Thank you to the 
Thursday night crew—I’m grateful for your 
online presence. Thank you to Marie-Sophie 
for your involvement and insight. A huge 
thank you—and all my love—to Isabelle, 
Christophe and Elliot. You have always been 
there with a listening ear, ideas and support 
for me and my comic book adventures. And 
THANK YOU to l’AQOCI for their faith in this 
project.”


