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Taking Action for a Just World 
DECLARATION OF COMMITMENT  

OF THE QUEBEC INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY EXTENSIVE CONSULTATION  

Adopted at the Forum of the  
Quebec International Solidarity Extensive Consultation, June 4-6, 2025 

Background 
The field of international solidarity has undergone significant changes over the past 
two decades. A more decolonial, anti-racist and intersectional approach has 
developed, calling into question historical and contemporary power dynamics. In a 
global context where social justice and resilience have become indissociable from 
actions of solidarity, environmental and climate issues have taken a more central 
and urgent position.    

Yet in parallel, global challenges in these arenas have grown larger, accompanied 
by increasing inequality, conflict and humanitarian crises. This period has been 
marked by a persistent funding crisis for international aid, perhaps best illustrated 
by the dismantling of USAID, which threatens organizations’ capacity to respond to 
the most urgent needs on the ground. To this we can add the concerning level of 
disengagement from several political parties and governments, who refuse to 
recognize their responsibility in the face of growing inequality and the ongoing 
environmental and climate crisis. As a result, international solidarity takes a back 
seat, even as the scope of international challenges looms large. Polarization, far-
right populism and authoritarianism are gaining ground, while empathy seems to be 
on the losing end. Attacks on historically or socially marginalized and oppressed 
groups1, particularly on women’s rights, continue to increase. All the ingredients are 
present for the intensification of a set of complex and inter-connected humanitarian 

 
1 The following list of historically or socially marginalized or oppressed groups provides more detail without 

being exhaustive: women and girls, racialized people, ethnic minorities, people with disabilities, Indigenous 
peoples and Afro-descendants, small farmers and farm workers, the working class, 2SLGBTQIA+ people, 
religious minorities, linguistic minorities, refugees and migrants.  
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crises. The finance and business worlds are evolving. They have the power to call 
into question our social and climate commitments. Technology, including artificial 
intelligence, presents us with both threats and opportunities. 

In this shifting context, international solidarity must not only adapt, reinvent itself 
and innovate, but also place itself at the centre of the solutions to be developed. 

With this backdrop, the 2nd Quebec International Solidarity Extensive Consultation 
was launched in 2024 by the Association québécoise des organismes de 
coopération internationale (AQOCI), with the goal of reaffirming the role of 
international solidarity in the face of major world issues.  

This declaration is testament to a renewed commitment to international solidarity 
among Quebec's civil society groups in order to spark collective action, 
organizational changes, strengthened collaborations and the development of new 
alliances.   

A Shared Vision 
Our shared vision is rooted in hope for a world that is more just and inclusive, 
one of solidarity and respect for the environment, where international solidarity 
is indivisible from the fight against inequality, oppression and poverty. It is 
informed by feminist, anti-racist, pacifist and environmental values, in support of 
equity, inclusion, diversity and emancipation. 

Our shared vision stems from the need to decolonize knowledge and practices, 
valuing the experiences and movements brought by diverse groups, including 
those that have been historically marginalized or oppressed. It also draws on a 
feminist and intersectional analysis, which allows us to understand how various 
forms of systemic oppression—including racism, ableism, classism, homophobia, 
heteronormativity, transphobia, sexism, cissexism, ageism and religious 
discrimination—can intersect, reinforcing one another and producing specific and 
often invisible forms of exclusion.  Endogenous and traditional knowledge should 
not only be recognized, but should be used to guide our actions and inform how we 
co-construct knowledge. Unequal power dynamics must be replaced by equitable 
and horizontal partnerships that are founded on reciprocity. 
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In a context defined by overlapping crises (environmental, political, economic, 
social) and the erosion of human rights2, we seek to uphold the importance of 
collective and human rights, and work to ensure that the rights of minorities 
and vulnerable populations are respected. Between the increasing 
criminalization of human rights defenders, the rise in authoritarianism and the 
decline in democratic spaces, collective mobilization is needed to defend justice, 
civic participation, freedom of speech and freedom to act. 

Fighting against the concrete impacts of economic inequality—itself stemming 
from systems of structural oppression and globalization—also goes to the 
heart of our vision. As capitalism dominates, prioritizing the economy over social 
and environmental issues, we respond by taking a more just, sustainable and 
human approach. It is only by reinventing our economic and social models that we 
will be able to respond to the major challenges threatening the future of our planet 
and humanity.  

We believe in the power of networks and alliances, which can break 
international solidarity from its silo and show how the issues and struggles 
present in Quebec are interconnected with those on a global scale. By creating 
spaces for sharing, organizing and convergence, we seek to strengthen our ties with 
other movements that share our values, such as the feminist, small farmers’ and 
farm workers’, union, anti-racist, anti-poverty, climate justice, Indigenous rights, 
migrant justice, disability rights and 2SLGBTQIA+ movements. In an uncertain and 
unstable world, it is more important than ever to join forces to increase the scope, 
impact and transformational power of solidarity and collective action. We also 
believe in the importance—and necessity—of engaging in open and respectful 
dialogue with groups and individuals with perspectives that differ from ours in order 
to learn, better understand one another and find common ground that can bring us 
together rather than dividing us.  

We see diaspora communities as essential partners in strengthening the 
effectiveness and impacts of international solidarity actions. Thanks to their 
roots in their countries of origin as well as their host countries, intercultural 

 
2 Human rights include, among others: civil and political rights; economic, social and cultural rights 
(right to education, health, work, a decent standard of living, housing, social protection, etc.); 
environmental and climate rights; reproductive rights; the rights of Indigenous peoples; the rights of 
women, children, 2SLGBTQIA+ people, people with disabilities, migrants and refugees and people 
without legal status; and collective rights to self-determination, land sovereignty and culture. 
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expertise, influence and trans-national networks, acting in synergy with diaspora 
communities serves as an opportunity to increase the scope and lasting effects of 
our collective interventions.    

Commitments3 
We affirm that international solidarity must be indissociable from the fight against 
all forms of inequality, oppression and injustice. 

We, as Quebec civil society groups and social movements, commit to: 

1. Continuing and deepening the process of decolonizing our practices and 
knowledge by contributing to the empowerment and influence of historically 
marginalized or oppressed communities through support for their 
movements, valuing the proposals they put forward, taking a critical 
approach to the dominant discourse and helping, alongside our partners, to 
construct decolonized social dynamics of solidarity. 

2. Affirming the primacy of international law, the rule of law and respect for 
human rights by actively supporting those who defend them and opposing 
any curtailment of them, including economic, social, cultural and 
environmental rights and paying special attention to historically oppressed 
and marginalized groups. 

3. Developing, deepening and applying a feminist analysis of the causes of 
oppression, creating spaces to discuss and interrogate our feminist 
approaches and improve our internal practices using a cross-cutting and 
intersectional approach. 

4. Reaffirming our commitment to justice, equity, diversity and inclusion 
(JEDI) as well as anti-oppressive approaches, by actively supporting anti-
racism, advocating for the human rights of people with disabilities and 
gender minorities, and improving our organizational practices to make them 
more just, accessible and inclusive.   

5. Adopting a position of resistance, anti-imperialism and anti-militarism in 
response to uncontrolled military spending and a glorification of violence, 

 
3 No order of priority or hierarchy exists among these commitments.  
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defending international law as foundational to peace—as justice and 
equality are essential to reaching lasting peace that is founded on justice, 
equality and recognition for human rights—all while contributing to the 
empowerment of historically marginalized or oppressed groups. Broadening 
our advocacy for Indigenous peoples’ right to self-determination and 
supporting both community-led peace processes and movements that 
propose emancipatory alternatives. 

6. Further advance and strengthen our initiatives and advocacy efforts for 
climate and environmental justice, biodiversity protection and a just and 
inclusive transition to renewable energy, engaging especially with the 
Canadian and Quebec governments and transnational corporations, in 
collaboration with our global partners and to amplify the voices of the most 
impacted communities. 

7. Becoming better allies to Indigenous peoples and nations by reaching 
out to them, nurturing reciprocal relationships, supporting their 
movements and demands—including the recognition of their territories, 
political autonomy and ancestral rights—and valuing and taking inspiration 
from their knowledge, models of social organization, and vision of social 
relationships and connections to Mother Earth. 

8. Supporting initiatives and practices that meaningfully include refugees, 
immigrants and people without legal status, in collaboration with 
immigrant community groups and grounded in their experiences and 
struggles. These actions also include advocacy work for access to the rights 
and resources needed for dignified integration, that values their active 
participation and promotes an inclusive and just narrative on their 
contributions to society. 

9. Maintaining and improving programs to value knowledge and build 
empowerment that seek to: sustainably empower various actor through 
impactful and inclusive partnerships; increase the impact of initiatives over 
the long term; build community resilience, and encourage close 
collaboration between civil society organizations, diasporas, and public and 
private institutions.  
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10. Working towards food sovereignty and agroecology by integrating them 
into our programs and carrying out broad and collective advocacy with 
national and international-level political bodies to push for new public 
policy.  

11. Demanding the implementation of strict legal frameworks in Canada and 
internationally to prevent the abuse of human rights and environmental 
damage perpetrated by transnational corporations—especially Canadian 
companies in the extractive industry—and provide affected communities 
with opportunities for recourse. 

12. Strengthening connections between local and international workers’ 
rights movements by deepening alliances between Quebec unions and 
community organizations to converge our actions and amplify our 
mobilization for social justice. 

13. Reinforcing connections, joint action and collaboration with Quebecers 
from diaspora communities to present a strong collective voice that 
reflects their aspirations and can amplify the impact of our actions and 
defend our joint positions on major world issues. 

14. Encouraging global citizenship education by leading awareness-building, 
training, research, mobilization and advocacy actions on global issues that 
are rooted in decolonial, anti-racist and feminist approaches in order to 
promote critical thinking, openness to others, inclusive governance, the 
protection of our planet, democratic dialogue, and the values of justice and 
solidarity, all while consolidating active, informed and engaged civic 
participation. 

15. Creating connections and reinforcing intersectoral alliances, 
encouraging collaborations between social movements, diasporas, CEGEPs 
and universities, civil society organizations, Indigenous groups, social 
economy enterprises, and non-traditional actors, both within Quebec and 
internationally, to foster social dialogue in order to co-construct critical 
knowledge, shared perspectives and advocacy strategies that are rooted in a 
shared vision of social transformation. 

16. Fostering access to transformative, emancipatory, civic and high-quality 
education as a fundamental right by supporting initiatives that develop 
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critical thinking skills, an understanding of the common good and awareness 
of our global interconnectedness as essential levers for conflict prevention, 
social cohesion and constructing peaceful, just and inclusive societies, all 
while taking aim at the systemic obstacles that limit access to such 
education in many places. 

17. Contributing to initiatives that seek to reinvent economic models by taking 
inspiration from sources including: the care economy, the social and 
solidarity economies, democratization of the economy and protection of 
life. 
  

18. Demanding greater fiscal justice to abolish overseas tax havens and 
ensure that the richest among us pay their fair share to ensure that public 
goods and services are funded, accessible and high-quality. 

 
19. Taking action for health as a fundamental right, particularly for sexual 

and reproductive health, by supporting local and international initiatives 
that promote access to safe, accessible and high-quality health care 
services, while also actively fighting against gender-based violence.  

20. Taking action to defend and promote the rights of women and girls and 
advocate for their full participation in decision-making bodies.  

21. Fostering spaces for intergenerational connection and dialogue between 
Quebec youth and those in other countries to: encourage mutual 
comprehension and solidarity, provide them with opportunities to get 
involved in international solidarity initiatives, and give youth a voice in 
decision-making bodies so they can influence international solidarity policy. 

22. Developing safe, decolonized and socially responsible technological 
partnerships while remaining vigilant for biases, systemic impacts and 
techno-optimist4 leanings. Centring human rights, digital security, social 
justice and community knowledge in making technological decisions in 
order to: promote equitable, ethical and critical access to digital technology, 

 
4 Naïvely optimistic attitude towards technological advances that assumes they automatically 
provide solutions to social, environmental or economic problems, without questioning the power 
dynamics, forms of production or systemic biases involved.  
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including artificial intelligence; reduce the digital divide; guarantee inclusive 
participation from all communities and avoid deepening inequalities. 

23. Developing cooperation and structures for co-construction among 
solidarity finance and economy actors to support communities’ 
economic empowerment. Increasing our collaboration, beyond our own 
networks, to innovate, collectively reflect and adapt solidarity finance 
models to our local realities, drawing from successful experiences, 
especially those in partnership with the local finance sector. 

24. Reflecting critically and deeply on our practices and programs using 
collaborative methodologies and active oversight to ensure that we 
successfully respect these commitments. 

 Conclusion 
Together, we will implement these commitments within our organizations and meet 
to regularly evaluate our progress and milestones, analyze persistent challenges 
and identify emerging issues. 

Guided by our communities’ knowledge and struggles, we hope to help build a just, 
inclusive and sustainable world. We’re joining forces to respond to these shared 
challenges and build a better future for everyone. 

 


